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twelve long years for the help from Carthage that was never to
come.
There is a city in Apulia which enjoys one of the finest natural
harbours in the world but which, alas, has no customers. It is
called Taranto, and it gave its name to a particularly venomous
sort of spider and to a dance by which the people who had been
bitten by that spider were prevented from falling asleep and
entering into a deadly coma.
The Great War has made geography very complicated, for no
account of modern Italy is complete without mention of the
Istrian peninsula, which was given to the Italians in recognition
of the fact that they had turned against their own allies and joined
with the enemy. The city of Trieste was the principal export
harbour of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. Having lost its
natural hinterland, it is not doing so well. And finally, tucked
away at the further end of the bay of Quarnero, is Fiume, another
former possession of the Habsburgs, It was the natural outlet for
the German people who had no other good port along the whole
of the Adriatic coast. But fear that it might eventually be a rival
of Trieste made the Italians clamour for Fiumc. When the states-
men who concluded the Treaty of Versailles refused to give it to
them, they simply took it, or rather, their poet d'Annunzio took
it for them. Then the Allies turned it into a * free state/ but finally,
after prolonged negotiations between Italy and Yugoslavia, it was
ceded to Italy.
That ends the present chapter, except for the island of Sardinia.
This is really a very big island, but it is so far away and so few
people visit it that we sometimes forget that it exists. But it does
exist, the sixth biggest island of Europe, covering an area of almost
10,000 square miles. Being the other extreme of that mountain-
range of which the Apennines were part, it turns its back upon
the mother country. The western coast has excellent harbours.
The east coast is steep and dangerous and has not a single con-
venient landing place. During the last two centuries it has played
a curious part in the history of Italy. Until the year 1708 it be-
longed to Spain. Then it fdl into Austrian hands. In 1720 the
Austrians swapped Sardinia against Sicily, which then belonged